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without an account of their relation, and still less with any apprehension of either beyond the limits of this one relation.
The images thus supplied are .susceptible tof both composition and resolution, which yield innumerable new products, none of which escape the imperfections of their source. Mere empirical concurrence of integral images will make them cling together and form an artificial whole \ And in tracing the transformations effected by 'the association of ideas' Spinoza is not behind Hobb.es in psychological ingenuity. Unlike the later expositors of the process, he treats it chiefly as the source of illusions. And it is in a similar, spirit of detection that he follows out the opposite process of d&sociation of ideas, by which integral representations are shaken to pieces by recurrence under variation, so as to crowd out and drop the shifting features, and retain only the elements that never .change or fail, in the shape of common concepts and abstract notions. These are nothing but mutilated images, to which no reality corresponds, though the words which hold them,^e.g. 'thing/ 'being,' or 'beauty,' 'power,' ' humanity,' .are apt to impose upon .us a belief in their objective significance2. And so are innumerable associated images mere accidental agglutinations, giving no clue to any relations of cause and effect, yet taking our thought captive to their connection and disabling us from holding them apart. All existences are in reality necessary; either from their essence^ so as to be ' eternal;' or from the nexus natura, so as to be finite and phenomenal. In the latter case, we are often aware of their finiteness, but ignorant of the causes which determine their various limits; so that we have to discriminate these varieties by names in the dark;- marking the relative extent to which they fail of existence, the relative order of the .several defects, and the relative degree of our ignorance about them. For the purpose of such distinctions it is that we resort to the ideas
1 Eth. II. xviii. xliv. Schol.                     2 Ibid. II. xl. Schol. I. 2.